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We are in an era in which the issue of 
human rights is the central question 
confronting all nations.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in a speech given at Hunter College on December 10, 1965.

“
”



Almost half a century ago, on December 10, 1965, Dr. Martin Luther King visited Hunter College 
to give a speech about South Africa, racism, and human rights. “We are in an era in which the 
issue of human rights is the central question confronting all nations,” Dr. King declared then.

The international human rights movement, viewed as a marginal and even quixotic project at 
the time of Dr. King’s remarks, has since gained enormous strength. Major political, religious, and 
business leaders have voiced support for efforts to secure and protect human rights, and the 
United Nations has called the promotion of human rights one of its most essential goals. 

With the prominence of human rights as an ideal has come increased interest in the study 
of human rights. An explosion of scholarly books, journals, and conferences on human rights
attests to the field’s rising profile in academia. While law schools once played the main role 
in nurturing student interest in human rights, undergraduate institutions in the United States 
are now beginning to offer degrees in the field.

Hunter College’s decision to establish a human rights program—one that was launched in 
spring semester 2011—puts it among a small group of schools that have established formal 
academic curricula in human rights. The new program is at the forefront of a national trend, but 
it has solid local grounding. No place is more international than New York City, and Hunter 
College students—many of whom are native New Yorkers, or the children of recent immigrants—
reflect the city in all its diversity. They come from approximately 150 different countries, 
speak nearly 100 languages and represent virtually every major religion in the world. A typical 
human rights class at Hunter may find a junior from Pakistan discussing child labor with a 
sophomore whose family is from Mali, or Mandarin- and Russian-speakers debating the value 
of international criminal tribunals, or a Colombian student raising questions about the 
supposed indivisibility of human rights norms.

Students bring their background and experiences with them into the classroom, enriching class 
discussions. Some have direct familiarity with serious human rights abuses; in fact, the first student 
to graduate from the Human Rights Program, Monserrat Macuer, is a Chilean whose family went 
into exile during the dictatorship of Gen. Augusto Pinochet. What these students gain from their 
human rights studies is an analytical framework—one to be explored, probed and questioned—a 
research methodology, and a greater understanding of pressing global issues.

The present report looks back at the Human Rights Program’s first three semesters, covering 
the period from spring semester 2011 through spring semester 2012. It summarizes the program’s 
activities, including course offerings, internships, seminars, speakers and events. As the director
of the program, I think we have made a promising start and I would like to thank the faculty, staff 
and donors who made this success possible.

Joanne Mariner
Rita E. Hauser Director, Human Rights Program

{ from the director }



{ about }
The Human Rights Program at Hunter College spans a range of academic disciplines, from law to 
political science to philosophy. It combines rigorous academic standards with real world exposure, 
bringing practioners to campus to engage with students and requiring students to undertake a 
semester-long human rights internship. By addressing both the theoretical and practical 
underpinnings of current human rights debates, the program gives students the tools they 
need to engage intelligently with contemporary problems.

The program has the support of a 30-member group of Human Rights Faculty, including five 
members who belong to the Human Rights Faculty Committee: Prof. Manu Bhagavan, Prof. Marc 
Edelman, Prof. Carol Gould, Prof. Jack Hammond, and Prof. John Wallach (chair). The program also
has two adjunct faculty: Rona Peligal, the deputy director of the Africa Division of Human Rights 
Watch, and Daniel Wilkinson, the deputy director of the Americas Division of Human Rights Watch. 

Besides the program’s academic offerings, it hosts a rich schedule of public events, expert 
meetings and lunch talks.



An interdisciplinary program, the Human Rights Program grants credit for courses from a wide 
variety of academic departments, including English, Political Science, Sociology, Anthropology, 
History, and Women and Gender Studies. Not all of these courses rely on the vocabulary of 
human rights, but they all give serious attention to human rights topics and themes. 

Among the 2011-12 courses that counted toward the minor and certificate in Human Rights 
were Language and Nationalism (ANTHC 401.01), Justice in Contemporary Society (PHILO 346.00), 
Nation, Self and Asian Identity (ASIAN 320.01), Immigration Policy (URBS 403.96), and The Dreyfus 
Affair: French Anti-Semitism before the Holocaust (HIST 492.09).

The Human Rights Program also offers a select number of courses directly, using the HR-prefix. 
Over the past year, the program has put together several new human rights courses: International 
Justice (HR 356), Human Rights and Development (HR 345), Human Rights and Access to Medicine 
(HR 364), and Genocide and Ethnic Conflict (HR 305). The Human Rights Program also worked with 
the Integrated Media Arts Program, a graduate program within the Film and Media Studies 
Department, to develop a new course titled Media, Policy and Rights in the Digital Age (IMA 
780.26 and HR 380.26).

{ courses }

{ student awards }
Simmi Kaur, a junior in the Human Rights Program, recently won a Humanity in Action Fellowship 
that will bring her to Europe over the summer to study the social and political roots of discrimination.  
Andrea Montesdeoca, a sophomore in the Human Rights Program, was awarded a Jeannette 
K. Watson fellowship that will support her in an internship.

{ minor and certificate }
The Human Rights Program offers two academic tracks: a 15-credit minor in Human Rights and a 
24-credit certificate. Both tracks complement a range of academic majors, from History to Religion 
to Media Studies. At present, the most common majors among students in the Human Rights 
Program are Political Science, Sociology and Psychology.

The Human Rights Program also works with Hunter College students who are enrolled in the CUNY 
Baccalaureate program to help them design majors in human rights topics. Students have 
recently created majors in Genocide Studies, and Arab Studies and Human Rights. 



{ internships }
A key element of both the minor and certificate in Human Rights is the human rights internship. By 
working as an intern for an NGO or government agency, students gain a better understanding of 
how human rights ideals can be translated into practice. 

During the two semesters that the Human Rights Internship course (HR 250) has been offered, Hunter 
students have worked for such organizations as Madre, an international women’s rights group, 
ManUp, a campaign to stop violence against women and girls, the Maysles Cinema, a non-profit 
arts institution in Harlem that screens documentaries and other films on social justice themes, Make 
the Road New York, an immigrants’ rights organization active in Latino communities, and the 
Campaign Against Female Genital Mutilation, which fights the abusive genital cutting of women 
and girls.

Three Hunter students have undertaken internships with Human Rights Watch, including Waleed 
Alhariri, a junior who is majoring in Political Science. Originally from Yemen, Waleed has assisted 
Human Rights Watch’s Middle East Division cover events in his country of origin. “I got a front-row 
seat to history,” Waleed recalled, describing how he collected information for HRW’s research in 
Yemen. “I came to know activists on the ground, and I saw how concepts I had studied in class 
are actually applied.”



{ scholarship and presentations }
Several members of the Human Rights Faculty Committee have published recent scholarship 
on human rights topics.  Prof. Manu Bhagavan just published a book with HarperCollins India 
called The Peacemakers: India and the Quest for One World. The book excavates the record of 
India’s formative years to reveal the extraordinary internationalism that guided the republic’s 
founding figures, recounting how Jawarharlal Nehru and other Indian leaders aspired to create 
a system of world governance free of empire, exploitation, poverty and war. 

Prof. John Wallach, the chair of the committee, recently published an article in the journal 
Studies in Law, Politics and Society, called “Constitutive Paradoxes of Human Rights: An 
Interpretation in History and Political Theory.” He also has an essay called "Dignity: The Last Bastion 
of Liberalism,” which will be published in the journal Humanity. 

Prof. Marc Edelman has written two recent articles on the rights of peasants. The first, published 
in the Journal of Peasant Studies in 2011, was co-authored with Carwil James and titled “Peasants’ 
Rights and the UN System: Quixotic Struggle? Or Emancipatory Idea whose Time has Come?” The 
second, forthcoming in Law, Culture and the Humanities, is called “Linking the rights of peasants to 
the right to food in the United Nations.”

Prof. Jack Hammond published an article in Human Rights Quarterly on indigenous community 
justice and the 2009 Bolivian Constitution. At the American Philosophical Association’s annual 
meeting in December 2011, Prof. Carol Gould presented a paper on the human right to 
democracy, which she is developing into a chapter of her upcoming book, Interactive 
Democracy: The Social Roots of Global Justice. 

Joanne Mariner, the Rita E. Hauser Director of the Human Rights Program, has maintained an  
active schedule of outside activities since joining the Human Rights Program in 2011, giving 
presentations at Yale University, Fordham Law School, Columbia Law School, and Michigan 
State University, among others. She also delivered a lecture at a workshop on counterterrorism 
at Harvard Law School, and taught a class on the definition of terrorism at the Asser Institute in 
The Hague. A member of the Steering Committee of the American Society of International 
Law’s Roundtable on National Security, she has represented the Human Rights Program in 
numerous meetings with senior US policymakers.

{ book talks }
The Human Rights Program has also hosted faculty book talks that give Hunter faculty an 
opportunity to engage with outside scholars who have published important new works. In 
October 2011, Madhusree Mukerjee, a former editor at Scientific American and the recipient of 
a Guggenheim fellowship, discussed her book, Churchill's Secret War: The British Empire and the 
Ravaging of India during World War II, with Hunter Prof. Manu Bhagavan. In April 2012, Jinee 
Lokaneeta, a political science professor at Drew University, discussed her book, Transnational 
Torture, with Hunter Prof. Marnia Lazreg.



Working with FDR Fellow and Interim Director Jonathan Fanton, the Human Rights Program has 
brought numerous public figures and human rights activists to Roosevelt House to engage with 
students, faculty, and members of the public. Among these distinguished speakers have been 
former Canadian foreign minister Lloyd Axworthy, federal judge Robert Katzmann, UN Assistant
Secretary-General Robert C. Orr, and Michelle Bachelet, the former president of Chile and head 
of UN Women.

In addition, guest lecturers at human rights classes have included Fred Abrahams, Nisha Varia, 
Reed Brody, Nik Steinberg, Laura Pitter, Jehanne Henry and Liesl Gerntholtz of Human Rights 
Watch, and Michael Ratner of the Center for Constitutional Rights. Gaston Chillier, the Executive 
Director of the Center for Legal and Social Studies, in Argentina, spoke to students in February via 
Skype.

The program has also held several panel events for student audiences. These panels have 
addressed such topics as post-9/11 discrimination against Muslim, Arab and South Asian 
communities; violations of the right to education in Iran; documentary film and human rights, and 
transitional justice in the Arab world. Among the speakers at these events were Hadi Ghaemi of 
the International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran, CUNY Law School professor Ramzi Kassem, 
director/screenwriter Hampton Fancher, Human Rights Watch film festival deputy director Andrea 
Holley, Habib Nassar of the International Center for Transitional Justice, and Ruti Teitel, an expert 

{ speakers and events }



{ faculty seminars }
Together with Jonathan Fanton, the Human Rights Program hosted a faculty seminar during both 
Spring and Fall semesters in 2011, bringing prominent experts and activists to Roosevelt House to
discuss human rights questions with Hunter faculty.  The seminar also provided a forum for faculty 
to present their research and exploratory projects on human rights issues. 

Last year’s participants included Aryeh Neier, Executive Director of the Open Society Foundations; 
Anthony Romero, Executive Director of the ACLU; Lucas Guttentag, the founding national director 
of the ACLU’s Immigrants’ Rights Project, who now teaches at Yale Law School; Susannah Sirkin, 
Deputy Director of Physicians for Human Rights, and Jamie Fellner, the founding director of the U.S. 
Program of Human Rights Watch.

{ expert meetings and convenings }
The Human Rights Program organizes expert meetings and other private convenings at Roosevelt
House that bring together leading members of the human rights community. In October 2011, for 
example, the program hosted a three-day expert meeting on civil society input into the 2012 
review of the United Nation’s Global Counter Terrorism Strategy. Participants from some 18 countries 
attended, including NGO representatives from Russia, Turkey, India, Pakistan and Indonesia, as well 
as senior diplomats and UN officials.

In February 2012, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, and experts, human 
rights defenders, and representatives of major international human rights organizations came 
together at Roosevelt House to explore the challenges currently facing the High Commissioner.  
Among the speakers were Michael Ignatieff, scholar and former leader of the Liberal Party of 
Canada, Harold Koh, Legal Adviser to the US Department of State, and Bertrand Ramcharan, 
formerly Deputy/Acting UN High Commissioner. The event was organized by the Jacob Blaustein 
Institute, in collaboration with the Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute and the Human Rights 
Program.

on human rights and transitional justice who teaches at New York Law School and the London 
School of Economics. 

The Human Rights Program has also supported student-led events, such as a genocide-awareness
panel that included a survivor of the Rwandan genocide.

Upcoming speakers include Luis Moreno Ocampo, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, 
and Stephen Rapp, head of the Office of Global Criminal Justice at the U.S. Department of State.



Temisan Agbeyegbe, Economics
Philip Alcabes, Public Health
Karna Basu, Economics
Manu Bhagavan, History
Ruchi Chaturvedi, Anthropology
Omar Dahbour, Philosophy
Thomas DeGloma, Sociology
Marc Edelman, Anthropology
Pamela Falk, Political Science
Leonard Feldman, Political Science
María Fischer, Spanish
Nancy Foner, Sociology
Judith Friedlander, Anthropology
Jennifer Gaboury, Women and Gender Studies/Political Science
Carol Gould, Philosophy
Jack Hammond, Sociology
Jennifer Hayashida, Asian American Studies
David Hodges, Anthropology
Nico Israel, English
Yukiko Koga, Anthropology
Peter Kwong, Urban Affairs and Planning
Marnia Lazreg, Sociology
Joanne Mariner, Human Rights
Rupal Oza, Geography/Women and Gender Studies
Rosalind Petchesky, Political Science
Mary Roldan, History
Laura Schor, History
Larry Shore, Film and Media Studies
Ida Susser, Anthropology
John Wallach, Political Science
Traci Warkentin, Geography

{ human rights faculty }



Front page: Kurdish refugees waiting in line at a camp in the Kurdistan region of Iraq along the 
border with Turkey in 1991.  

Page 2: Graffiti reading “Hutu” on the exterior wall of a home in Nyarubuye, Rwanda, in May 
1994. The 5,000 Tutsi residents of the village were massacred by Hutu extremists. The marking 
was meant to protect Hutu families and their belongings.

Page 4: A student’s hands.

Page 6: Dhaka, Bangladesh. Three children (including one who is around 5 years old) removing 
acid from spent batteries in order to sell metal scrap. They do not attend school.

Page 8:  Prof. Ruti Teitel speaking to Hunter students at a panel discussion of the Arab Spring, 
held at Roosevelt House in April 2011.

All photos ©2011 Frank Fournier/Contact Press Images. A deeply humanistic photographer, 
Frank Fournier has produced work on infants with AIDS in Romania, rape victims in Sarajevo 
during the Bosnian civil war, the genocide in Rwanda, the destruction of the World Trade 
Center on September 11, 2001, and many stories in Central America and Africa.

{ photo credits }

{ special thanks }
The Human Rights Program would like to express its gratitude to Rita E. Hauser, whose generosity 
has helped to ensure the program’s success.



Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute
47-49 East 65th Street . New York . NY 10065

t. 212.396.7946 
e. humanrights@hunter.cuny.edu 
w. roosevelthouse.hunter.cuny.edu/hrp

Human Rights Program


	1 - cover
	2 - intro quote
	3 - from the director
	4 - about
	5 - courses
	6 - internships
	7 - scholarship
	8 - speakers
	9 - faculty seminar
	10 - HR faculty
	11 - credits
	12 - back page

